Appleby in Westmorland ® Root and Branch  May it Flourish Forever
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Public Meeting 31 July 2008 AGM and “Life and Times of Lady Anne Clifford”

The 17" Annual General Meeting of the Appleby-in-WestmndaSociety was held on 31 July 2008.
Chairman’s*, Treasurer’'s** and Secretary’s** regoviere given and agreed. Brigadier John Heelis was
re-appointed as President. Following last year&.M. Olive Airey had agreed to be Vice-President.
R lan Campbell was re-elected as Chairman; Viviggage continues as Secretary but Treasurer, Maggie
Clowes, stood down; committee members Rosemary c@pedohn Hodge, Graham Coles, Judith
Sowerby, Maggie Clowes and Rosina Mansfield wereleeted. There were no nominations received
for Treasurer at the meeting. It was agreed thailllng Committee member would be Treasurer.
Agreement was also reached that subscriptionsd08/29 will be £8 per individual and that there Vabu
not be a Family membership option.

Following the business part of the meeting we waled Alice Palmer, who gave her talk entitled, “The
Life and Times of Lady Anne Clifford”. A well-knowlocal speaker, Alice told Lady Anne’s story from
her birth in 1590, through her two marriages, teeat Inheritance Dispute” to her death in 1676e W
learned about her upbringing and maternal influsnedout her social milieu and contemporaries. A
portrait was drawn of a highly intelligent and sigeminded woman, who loved her northern estates and
who knew her rights and responsibilities. Quotesifher diaries and colourful slides illustrated thlk
throughout. Alice’s enthusiasm for and detailedbwledge of her subject made this an exceptional
evening.

[* reproduced below. ** available from Vivienne oequest.] Vivienne Gate

From the Chairman

I have little to say this time beyond what | saidny report to the Society at the A.G.M., so | hasked
Vivienne if she will reproduce what | said then,tive hope that even more people will be stimulated
help us. We have had an encouraging responsé&ydutord is, “more, more, more”! We want people to
help with the Archive and also we would very muigle Imore people to write for the Newsletter. Go on
give it a go.

We have acquired some “stuff” for the Archive Rodrat have not yet received a rental agreement from
the Council, so we cannot yet officially use thermpas our own. It does seem to take a long time —
we’ve been on at this since February! Still, wallsimotor on — | have had a very encouraging réaisn

the County Archive Service about training.

To those who voted at the A.G.M., thank you foregng to raise the subscription to £8 p.a. per negmb
- it will help a lot - I will return to finances ia later Newsletter, but for now the important mais the
Charitable TrustWe have tried to get this Newsletter out quickdythat Graham'’s piece on the whys and
wherefores of creating a charitable trust run by @ouncil for the purpose of attracting money to
maintain Council property will be available in gotiche for everybody to read before the September

-1 -




meeting of the Town Council. It is not as straighvard as we all thought, and there are very serio
implications involved, both for the town and fodimvidual Councillors.We ask that, before they make
their final decision, every Councillor reads the ppers made available to them and takes a little time
to consider the ramifications— more than that we cannot do.

*Chairman's Report at the AGM

Most of the past year passed by fairly routinelyjdave the Secretary to deal with the variousdjtalks

we had, but | would like to specially mention Gratis evening in December, which was a resounding
success, with good food, and good slides and gdad! c Unfortunately we can not really use the
Methodist Hall venue for % of the year, solely hesma it is so very cold, and for the most part the
membership cannot pretend to be hot-blooded!

This Society only works because some people work lvard at it. Vivienne Gate you all know, and she
puts in a lot of unseen work as well as the higifiler effort. With the resignation of Olive Airey,
Maggie Clowes has reluctantly turned her hand &a3uring, with a bit of help from me. Anne Coles di
her usual sterling work in preparing the Springikition. Graham writes copiously for the Newslette
and he and various other members have attendedngeen the Society’s behalf. John Hodge keeps an
eye on buildings in the town. Several ladies & 8ociety keep the coffee flowing whenever needed,
with special efforts for the “Christmas” meetingdathe Coffee Morning. But this cosy situation cainn
last - we are entering a new era - the era of thenTArchive, and the success of this depends dinget
more help from you. We are almost at the poinfirdlising the rental of the room next door [to the
Supper Room in the Market Hall] as an Archive roamartain electrical modifications having been
completed. A small sub-committee of Vivienne, J&teid, Carl Bendelow, Tony Greenwood and me,
has been meeting to plot the way forward in settipgthe Archive, and | must mention here, with
gratitude, the help, advice and co-operation treateve had from the Crosby Ravensworth Archive.

The first steps we need to achieve is to gatheowllholdings together in a secure and safe plidme (
Archive room) so that we no longer need to introdethe spare storage capacity of the Gate and Coles
families; then we need to protect the artefactp@ny, and then we need to compile a comprehensive
listing, both on paper and on computer, of evenghin the archive. To this end we need two things:
people and money. People to help, all of whom havee properly trained to handle, preserve andrtec
the artefacts, and we would prefer this trainingpéodone by staff from the County Archive Service.
We need to apply for grants from wherever possitdéeause none of this comes free; well, almost.none
We need capital expenditure on preservation meamputer programmes, and hard- and soft-ware. We
need revenue income for rental, electrical billepme connections and general small maintenance.
We have had a most valuable donation from a memvherwishes to remain anonymous, and which will
give us time to organise other grants and financehe future. So we also need people to writegineg
letters to grant-giving organisations, and suggestiof where we might turn for finance. Basicallg
need help, lots of it. Some of the work is verierasting, some quite repetitive, but it all neezbe
done, and frankly, it is beyond the reasonable cfpaf those at present working on it. So pleasme

and join in - it is YOUR archive, for YOUR commuyii future generations; it is a major item in tist |

of objectives for the Society; in my mind it is far the most important thing this Society can reasdy
achieve for Appleby. You will be trained, you wilbt be left on your own quivering and shaking, you
can get that warm feeling of contributing to an artpnt new aspect of Appleby life.

Why | am going on about this is that we have narbeverwhelmed by support for initiatives we have
started. An instance was the DVD we were goingnaie about Lady Anne - apart from the difficulty of
finding a suitable DVD maker, we found that a tmymber of old people were going to have to put in a
disproportionate amount of work on it, possiblytwiiitle gain, and this was a very daunting prospec
Admittedly, this was just one of the reasons fer phan being shelved, but it was a cogent reasondb
doing it. Please, please do not let this happe tlie Archive - it is much too important for sugliate.
Dorothy Hinchcliffe said to Graham when he took roas Chairman that she wanted him to DO things - |
have tried to continue that thrust, but | and ttheepactive members cannot fulfil all the requiremsethat

we anticipate will come with the Archive ProjedlVe need help and support, and we need it from you.
There is a sheet at the back of the room wherecgawenrol as an Archive Assistant, or you can atraa
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Committee member and volunteer, yes, VOLUNTEER! aAsx-Serviceman, | was advised NEVER to
volunteer, but this is IMPORTANT - in fact it istai, and the sooner the better, if we are to gd¢eera
momentum to progress this project.

| have already warned you of another consequentgeofrchive project - the raising of the subsdoipt
rate to £8 per head. Another proposal has beefopuard, and we will ask you to vote on these i
later in the meeting. The amounts in each casétpigve, in a couple of years, to be too littlet let’'s
see how we get on with this rise.

Maggie Clowes kindly volunteered to stand in asa§teer, but would like to give it up now, so we thee
a volunteer or a nomination to take over that pdsiould like to resign from the Chairmanship la¢ t
next AGM, to make room for, preferably, a youngedamore vigorous person who can propel the
Society forward, so that is another post to bedilbefore too long.

I'd just like to make one last point — the Newsdettis YOUR Newsletter, you know. Not mine, not
Graham'’s, not Vivienne’s, but YOURS. | am suretth@any people have much information and
experience to pass on, or matters to comment ohy-don’t YOU write something for the Newsletter?
If you do not, it might well be lost for ever. Yaon't need a degree in English to write sometifiangis

all to share — so don't be shy, have a go! Youhin&yen get to enjoy it!

That is the Chairman’s report; I'll now sit downrimake way for the flood of volunteers.
R lan Campbell

History Slot

When | and other members of the public, including teporter fronThe Herald, attend Town Council
meetings as observers we often find it difficultdee or hear what is going on. The traffic noise,
combined with poor acoustics make things very difti for some Councillors, never mind members of
the public. No account is taken of the Clerk’s chée hear what is going on — hence some of the
imperfections in her accounts of proceedings. esst the Clerk is housed at the warm end of the
chamber, unlike visitors who often get a chill bl&®m the poorly fitting doors near to which they
huddle. Cold fingers and poor accommodation doattohict residents to Council meetings and it ghhi
time things changed. Apparently the problems atenew. When | was trawling through back numbers
of old newspapers recently, | came upon the folhmwitem written over eighty years ago by the editor
The Penrith Observer:

“It is only on rare occasions that | have the pleaf attending the meetings of Appleby Corporagtio
until Wednesday night | had not been in the Mool Fat about two years. In the interval the cournas
been busy furnishing and adorning its ancient ctearabd very well the work was done. Yet | must say
the Aldermen and Councillors have acted shabbilpéir best friends. But for the representativiethe

two Penrith newspapers the members might talk thetl} were exhausted and nobody would know about
it. Presumably when they do orate — which is riterg | admit — they do so for the benefit of rateers
and the larger public rather than for their ownaglére but instead of trying to assist the reportiegs
Council has pushed them into a corner at the botbrthe room which is neither comfortable nor
convenient and certainly bad for hearing.”

No Chariots of Fire

We thought we would give you a rest from Appleblat spots and give you an opportunity to read
another of the many fascinating ‘personal historidsch the Society has been collecting over tharge
Before we do that, may we remind you that next geSociety Exhibition will feature Appleby’s Fire
Brigade and that we hope to have a modest bookl¢h® subject ready at the same time. With this in
mind, we are appealing to Appleby’s residents ,ttvdemembers of the Society or not, who have access
to memorabilia relating to the brigade, to getonah with Maggie (51139) or Graham (53063). We
would hate to miss something. Many of you will damily connections with the fire service, pasti an
present. For example, the grandfather and fathterday’s Clir H Potts gave a combined eighty yezfrs
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voluntary time to the Fire Service. We are congththat there are many tales of Appleby’s Fire &g
still to be told.
Graham Coles

And, speaking of tales to tell, one Potts leadartother and we are pleased to let Enid Potts églbtvn
story. If anything she writes prompts others tshrinto print, we would love to hear from you afd i
anyone would like to get in touch with Enid, we Maé pleased to assist.

“My name is Enid Emily Gould nee Potts and | wasnbon 13 April 1934. | was evacuated to Appleby
from South Shields. South Shields, on the moutthefTyne, was a major shipbuilding and repair town
and consequently a target for enemy bombers. We wat sent to Appleby directly but arrived via a
couple of towns ‘en route’, as it were. One waskeomouth but | don't remember the name of the
other. If | remember rightly, it was whilst we wein Cockermouth that we learned that my brother,
John, had passed the scholarship exam he had sa¢ &outh Shields High School, and that some
Masters and pupils from there were being evacuate@ppleby, transferring to Appleby Grammar

School. So we moved in order that my brother cguild them.

We were very fortunate in that my mother was eveetiavith my brother and I. My father was working
abroad in Persia for the Anglo Iranian Oil CompanWe first lived with a family called, | think,
Atkinson. Mr Atkinson drove a milk lorry and sormeés he would take me with him round the farms to
collect the milk churns left on platforms at thedeaf farm tracks. | remember feeling very highimiphe
lorry cab. Mrs Atkinson introduced me to the detigf egg and chips with brown sauce — funny the
things that impress a child. Later, my mother edrttvo rooms from Mrs Bardgett (not sure about the
spelling). The house was in High Wiend, the las on the right in the terrace, before the schatie
had the front room to the right of the front doogking from the street, and a bedroom. There m@s
electricity, gas lamps downstairs only and | calhrstcall the smell of the new gas mantle. Theatary
was an earth closet, with wooden seat well scrubtdedn the yard. By mistake, | left a doll outhar
pram in that yard. It rained and her face cameupisters. | was terribly upset but thankfullyhen it
dried, it went back to normal. There was anotlanify, a mother and son, renting a couple of rooms
from Mrs Bardgett. The mother's name was Mrs Weladr husband was in the Merchant Navy. She
used to be worried about him and | remember hé&in@lto my mother once and Nova Scotia being
mentioned, though in what context | have no ideahaps it was a dangerous run? Her son’s name was
Sonny and | thought that strange. They had theotisiee old fashioned kitchen with a big range and
bedroom.

| went to the school in High Wiend. | think my té@r was called Miss Crow but | am not sure. Later
we had a teacher from South Shields. | think tivesee two classrooms divided by a curtain but then
again | was very young and my memory could be yauhere was a big stove with a fireguard around
it. One lesson | particularly enjoyed was natutglg and teacher would take us out of school anthep
lane pointing out the names of trees and flowdrdon’t remember seeing a doctor but | do remember
some excruciating dental fillings, the drill grindi slowly, no anaesthetic, at a surgery in Boroatgn

a building more or less facing the entrance intghHiViend. | went to school dinner after the dentts
was lunchtime and my mother was doing voluntaryndinduty. She was shocked to see how white |
was.

My memory may be vague on some things but one thamg absolutely sure about is that my best friend
was Edith Bailey. We went to school together. 8las a very, very special friend and | have never
forgotten her. Edith’s Dad, Mr Bailey, had a shophe main street selling electrical items. #nh right,

my mother used to have her wireless battery chatigeiik. Edith had a very kind Mother, too and a
lovely younger brother called Maurice. We ofteay@d at Edith’s, | think in a conservatory thef@ne

of our favourite games was making dolls housesadubrange boxes and furniture out of scraps of
material and matchboxes. Mrs Bailey made us soeppgrmint lumps one day, they were great. We
used to love to play in the woods and on the swatgbe Butts. | remember two other pupils, Neid a
Michael Ferguson. Neil and | got ‘married’ one dhwore a net curtain for a veil.
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Vitamin C was in short supply and we children usedather the ripe rose hips to be turned intohipse
syrup, as part of our war effort. Another choreswaitting airforce blue scarves; my mother haldep
pulling out my effort to correct errors. The edge=e all wavy!

Another shop, near Mr Bailey’s, was, | think, a eakop, run by two very nice ladies, sisters arahdis
of my mother. Just recalled their names, the MisBewman! After the war we were living in
Newbiggin-by-the-Sea, Northumberland and they ctomasit us.

| remember performing in a concert up at The Cdsetlée tune of “Two Little Girls in Blue Lad” burot

the reason for the occasion. Perhaps it was samgetb do with the Brownies. | learned a lot ireth
Brownies, one thing was how to wrap a parcel. Aapotime there was a féte in the Church grounds and
someone laid wooden boards on the grass so | cloutdtap dance, “The Little Dutch Girl”.

My mother’s sisters used to come from South Shitddssit us and take home garden produce and fresh
eggs. We used to have to wrap the eggs in sqoaresvspaper to pack in the cases.

One of my chores was to go with a jug, to the fdomthe milk. | think it was called Holme Farm.
Sometimes the milk was being cooled through a metahboard’ and the person in the dairy would put
the jug under a hole and lift the stopper to letrfhilk run into the jug. One day, on the way te tarm, |
dropped the sixpence | had for the milk and it fietobugh the planks in the bridge and dropped ihéo
river — disaster!! There was a big Billy bull &etfarm; he used to put his head over the half tieee
what was going on in the farmyard. He had a rimgugh his nose and we children used to dare each
other to touch his nose-ring. One day | was waldack home with the milk when | heard a lot of
shouting behind me. | turned to find Billy bullaging in my direction!! Scared stiff, | had theepence

of mind to nip through the metal kissing gate (wend it is still there) and my memory is of Billy
snorting at the gate but | don’t really know if thi&a true memory.

The W.R.V.S., of which my mother was a member, usguut on Sunday teas and entertain the airmen.
I can remember lots gathered round the piano in Baslgett's front room, my mother playing, and
everyone singing. “I'm Coming in on a Wing and r@yr” is one of the songs | recall. The cinema in
the Market Hall was a source of entertainment aedchildren used to sit on forms in the front row,
didn’t mind the discomfort. They used to hold dasithere, too. Mam was good at dancing and they
called her Appleby’'s Ginger Rogers!! My mother hawal photographs taken to send to my Dad in
Persia. | vaguely recall the photographer hadudiston a first floor in a building sort of oppasithe
Moot Hall on the right hand side as one looks talsahe Church.

| used to attend St Lawrence’s Sunday School almhgawith my parents, have my Sunday School
teacher, Mrs Gudgeon, and those | had before livinppleby to thank for teaching me that God cares
for each and every one of us. | still have my musbd book of Common Prayer, the fly leaf of which
reminds me that it was given to me at St LawrencAjspleby, Sunday School, by Mrs Gudgeon,
Christmas 1943.

One day | saw a line of men marching past the Reiore Ground with a soldier at the rear and somehow
| learned they were Italian prisoners of war. |sume they liked living in Appleby, too.

The Gypsy Horse Fair used to come to Appleby eyear and we children scared ourselves by saying
we had to be careful or they might steal us.

| am not sure just when we left Appleby but it mbatve been early 1944 when my Dad returned home
after suffering a stroke. | had loved living in@eby, as did my brother and mother. Every spnvizen

the daffodils bloom, | am reminded of the bankshaf river as it used to have APPLEBY spelled out in
daffodils — wonder if it still does. In school weere taught to be proud of living in Appleby, capiof
Westmorland, and | was really disappointed whencthwnty was changed to Cumbria, then amused and
pleased to learn that the town had changed its niamppleby-in-Westmorland.



In June 1954, | returned to Appleby for a few dagaeymoon with my husband who was an officer in
the Merchant Navy. We stayed at the hotel by tidigke and, one morning, a couple of fishermen guest
presented us with delicious trout from the rivaerdar breakfast.

Appleby, a wonderful place to live; full of happgyappy memories. | hope all its residents appredha
privilege of living there and take good care of it.
Enid Gould

Current Affairs

The softening up process has begun

The Town Clerk’s report to the Council in July rexked Councillors that discussions about next year’s
budget will commence this month. In order notrigtten the horses, she pointed out that Applel®sdo
not have the highest precept in Eden — the topisgwld by Kirkby Stephen which charges each Band
council tax payer £76.42 p.a. compared to Appleiy¢8.29. What the Clerk failed to point out waatth
Appleby promoted itself from fifth to second plattés year and that Kirkby Stephen pays a much
reduced Special Charge to Eden District Councilhengrounds that its council pays directly for maéh
the town'’s cleaning, gardening, etc. Once alltéhes have been added together — parish precegiakp
charge and standard council tax — there is vettg lib choose between the two towns.

Hopefully our Councillors will not be hoodwinked bye Town Clerk’s analysis and will take account of
the many thousands of pounds taken from Applelgssdents for ‘building repairs’ which have yet ® b
spent. As things stand we should be looking feulastantial reduction in the parish precept neat.ye

We had two little nut trees

But now we don’t. Presumably the District Cours#irboriculturalist approved not only the removal o
three trees, two of which were ancient walnut treasthe river bank near to the church railingg,disio

the manner of their removal which has left threly sgumps protruding from the bank. Sad to seenthe
go as they were once a source of income to th&oidugh Corporation, which charged 2/6 per tree per
year for the crop. Another little earner gonedwer — no wonder our Council precept is so high.

Everything will have to be “spot-on”

Those were the words of the Town Clerk towardsethe of the Town Council meeting on 9 July. She
has been told that, if Appleby applies to becont@uality Parish Council — a commitment it gave eight
years ago — the powers that be will want to seeytars’ worth of minutes in order to ensure that th
Council has been following the rules properly. c8irrustom and practice continues to rule in thetMoo
Hall, there would be no point in sending the pa&t years’ minutes, so the clock has just beguicto t
The good news is that the Clerk should now ingisthings being done properly. The bad news isdhat
commitment to seek Quality Parish Council statesrseto have been put back another two years.

Council Scrutiny

In February 2001 the Town Council resolved that Ptenning Committee should be the sole decision-
making body in relation to planning matters. Tiéxision was taken to avoid the embarrassment dause
when the full Council disagreed with a committeeisien which had already been conveyed to Eden
District Council in order to be within the time litn

Most years the Council forgets about its decisiod discusses whether or not to give the committee
delegated power to act independently during thensenmrecess — there is no Council meeting in August.
Whilst checking when the original decision was tgKenvas reminded that it came about as the re$alt
review into Council ‘best practice’ in 2000. Othlmuncils in the area and, indeed, throughoutdhd,|
introduced scrutiny committees at this time in ortle satisfy central government's demand for all
Councils to ensure that they operated efficientig aconomically in the public interest.

Appleby Town Council now has two main committe@s) sub-committees and fourteen working parties
and is obviously far too busy to take a look atlftso it should not be too surprised if the Socreins
the ruler over it occasionally. If only a smalbgp of Councillors had the detached task of takiogk,
the Council might become more efficient and mugticism could be avoided.
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Appleby’s Coat of Arms

From time to time application is made to the Towsu@cil for permission to use the town coat of arms
for some purpose or another. On most occasionCthancil refuses permission. It may interest the
Clerk to be reminded that, as long ago as 1949 that Chamber of Trade and the Horticultural Sgciet

asked for permission. The Town Clerk, Mr T Lon§staformed both applicants that the Council did

not have the legal power to agree or disagreedh auequest. One of the Aldermen suggested likat t

Clerk should take legal advice. The Clerk terseplied that he had — that was his job!

A plea to the Town Clerk

As Mr Longstaff quite rightly pointed out, it wasshob, as Clerk, to give the Council legal advécel to
ensure that Councillors took decisions which agalle | am not suggesting that today’s Clerk should
have an encyclopaedic knowledge of the law andtigeacelating to local government. | only ask that
she_takesdvice in appropriate circumstances.

At the moment | can think of no more ‘appropriatecemstance’ than the proposed bid to place our
public buildings into the hands of a trust. Whe@auncillor asked whether the draft trust deed wdd
prepared by a solicitor experienced in such matiemsas the Mayor who replied, not the Clerk. The
Mayor said that she thouglthe draft was being prepared by a solicitor acfimgVoluntary Action
Cumbria, the organisation which had been extollirgyvirtues of a trust in the Council chamber.miyp
opinion that is not good enough. Before @auncil hands over control of obuildings | would like to
think that the Clerk was in possession of indepahdevice. It is important that she is. For ex@mnp
when the Corporation Markets Committee discussedréimts charged to tenants in the Public Hall in
1942, Councillors were reminded that the origimast deed which applied to the Market Hall whestfir
built clearly stated that the property was in tfiestthe benefit of the town and its residents.afTimuch
must surely be made clear in any future documenuit will it? When the Society was a member of the
now defunct Appleby Alliance, Voluntary Action Cunib advised the Alliance on the preparation of a
deed and it was made clear that any trust woul@ ha\have several purposes, educational, soc@l, et
and would extend not only to Appleby but also wotdder a radius of six miles from the town.

The more | thought about the implications of theu@al's decision, which was to approve, in prineipl
the formation of a charitable trust to manage tvents public buildings, the more | became concerned
It is, of course, possible that nothing will cormfato After all, the Council has been part wayrajahis
path before. In 1971 it made application to theglish Tourist Board for a grant towards planned
improvements to the Public Hall. Following advicem E.T.B. the Council agreed to rename the Public
Hall “Appleby Civic Theatre” and make better usetloé facility in future years. Nothing came of it.

When the decision to become a registered charig/taken, voting was 8 to 6 in favour. Since théin C
Budding, the prime mover of the proposal, hastleft Council and Clir Harland, another supporteg ha
made it known that he will also be leaving. | dat know what prompted Councillors to reach their
decision but if they had been led to believe thatliest way to raise funds for the repair of ouldings
was to establish a charitable trust, | would utgent to think again.

However, just in case the Council decides to gadhé obtained some information from the Charity
Commission \www.charity-commission.gov.Jkvhich can be used provided | point out that itasered

by Crown Copyright — something | hereby acknowled@ée documents referred to are a standard trust
deed; Paper CC3 — The Responsibilities of Charitystees; and Paper CC29 — Charities and Local
Authorities.

The trust deed is in a standard format which cabeathanged, save in exceptional circumstanceswhic
have to be approved by the Charity Commissionédtre first thing that struck me was that any incorhe o
the proposed charity MUST be used for the benédfihe public in urban or ruradreas of social or
economic deprivation | would have thought that Appleby’s bid would &t this fence but, if it doesn't,
we have then to look at the type of enterprise Wwhnitght benefit from the charity. These includ®lp
amenities; buildings or sites of historic or arebtural_importancdeisure facilities for the public at large
or for those who are variously disadvantaged; arnirenmental protection. (Note — buildings of bist

-7 -



or architectural importancenot interest. See trust deed paragraph 3/1 iégtipn of Income.) The
purpose of any charity would be to benefit thedests of Appleby and those in the neighbourhood by
advancing education, social welfare and leisuraupation. In other words, purposes not dissimitar t
those applicable to Appleby Alliance.

The ONLY reason the Town Council went along thsd@vas to attract income from potential funders as
it will cost an estimated £244,000 to repair OURIpubuildings which have been neglected for far to
long. Whilst the purposes to which any income t&nput include the maintenance of important
buildings, there are very many more uses to whictd$ might be put and there seems to be no limit on
the persons or organisations which might seek tetie For example, | would have thought the Estgli
Heritage ‘listing’ system would be vital when caesiing which of Appleby’s buildings are historigall
important. Whilst the Moot Hall, Cloisters, botlmoSses and the Top Cross lamp are ‘listed’, thdi®ub
Hall is not. The ONLY listed building in Applebyhich is on the English Heritage ‘at risk’ register
the Keep at Appleby CastleWe could end up with a situation whereby Mr Nightirgale seeks
funding for the Keep whilst the trust could not spa&d a shilling on the Public Hall as it is not
important enough. Add the possibility, albeit remote, that indivaldsl or organisations both in and out
of Appleby might seek assistance for one pet ptajeanother on the grounds that they satisfy ¢nms

of the charity, and we might find our precept riggstronomically just to match funding from extdrna
sources which could then be spent on non ‘town cibyrojects. It doesn’t make a lot of sense wiadin
we want is to have our buildings repaired.

The law allows a local authority to be a sole west that is not in doubt. A local parallel wasewltden
District Council was the trustee of King George Myhg Field. It is also not doubted that the trus
could seek financial support from other sourcesdnly if the income is to be used for the purposes
the charity and ngust for Appleby’s ex-council buildings. | use the fixeex’ advisedly as it is the
trust and not the Council which would have contbbur public buildings. One problem is that Town
Councillors would have to act as trustees one mimuitd as Councillors the next. They would have
conflicting interests at all times. The Commissids guidance suggests that, once decisions ham@ be
taken by trustees, they could be implemented byn€ibuwfficers. Fine if you are a County or Distric
Council with a number of qualified officers and ass to an ‘in house’ solicitor but what if you are
parish council with an unqualified clerk?

Paper CC3 is quite specific. It is 33 pages lomg) imkes a bit of reading but trustees cannot esttep
inevitable — they must act in the best intereghefbeneficiaries of the charity. Councillors willve a
dual responsibility. They have to maximise incceme minimise risk when dealing with the Charity and
at the next breath, act in the best interests efréisidents of Appleby. When it comes to dealirittp w
Charity monies, some of which may well be spentioet Appleby or on non Council related projects,
they will have to satisfy the Charity Commissione¥&hen dealing with our precept, some of whicH wil
have been passed to the charity, Councillors vaMento satisfy the District Auditor.

Paper CC29 points out just how easyl wrong it is for Councillors to inadvertently subsidiselzarity.
The conflicts of interest that will undoubtedlysishould make our Councillors think very hard. iDo
wrong and both the Charity Commission and the Ris&uditor will be on their tail. Do it very wran
and they might have to find any shortfall from thaivn pocket.

The Charity Commissioner can refuse to accept tban€l as a trustee. He can also advise on
alternative arrangements. For example, he mighgest the appointment of local trustees to manage a
charity to which the Council would have the rigbtappoint members. This is exactly what the Sgciet
has been suggesting for the Public Hall for years!

Overall, the Council's proposals are unnecessad famught with danger, both for Councillors and
residents. At worst, the Council, as trustee, migive to sell OUR buildings and hand money over to
another charity for its own purposes.

It is also clear that potential funding bodies dlawe rules and it is patently obvious that the/ guirpose
the Council has in mind for the proposed charityiattract income with which to repair buildinghiah
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it has largely neglected for years. The intentgso obvious that it has been openly declaredoanCil
minutes and in Council budget statements. Wouldlé&py get funding in such circumstances? Unlikely
in my opinion.

Then there is the vexed issue of the Tourist Infdrom Centre. It is very likely that it alreadyferids the
rule which prevents T.I.C.s from general tradingumattempt to reduce the Council’s deficit. T.$.@re
only allowed to sell tourist-related items. If thi®ot Hall becomes the property of a charity, thelbyem

of the T.I.C. becomes even greater. A charity payg 20% of the appropriate non-domestic ratesif i
property is used wholly or mainly for charitablerposes. Most of our Council properties are usetl an
will continue to be used for non-charitable purposee.g. Council meetings or retail outlets. ThieCT
could not continue as it is even if the trust wakedo convince the authorities it was entitlechtoate
reduction. The T.I.C. would have to sell only gsathich have been donated to the charity — i.eofnec

a charity shop. (CC29. Para 26.)

The draft charity deed makes it clear that thet¢éles MUST keep the buildings in good repair andrias
them to their full value. Since all the resideatsAppleby want the Council to do is just that, wiop
why don’t they just get on with it?

At the July meeting Cllr Thwaytes pointed out tlidhe Council wanted to continue using the MootlHa

it would have to pay a full economic rent to thastees and would almost certainly be required ke ta
out a repairing lease. The Mayor said she woultsglh on the matter and the minutes of the meeting
indicate that a reply has been received. Any regijch suggests that Clir Thwaytes is on the wrong
track would indicate that the Council’'s advisersmt have a grasp of the difficulties. As trustdbe
Councillors have to maximise income and minimisk.ri As trustees, the Councillors would have to
insist on the Council taking out a lengthy leasécihvould require the Council to pay an economitt,re
keep the building in good repair and insure it agafire, etc. (Least said about the last bithkéer,
given the state of the Moot Hall wiring.) As Coilws, they would have to get the money from
residents and our precept would go up, not down.

Please will the Council get on with repairing owilings with the money it has taken from us oves t
past two years. Please will it also consider tieaatages of leasing the Public Hall to trustees wh
would make something of it.

As a last resort, rather than see Appleby’s histbuildings and structures sold to the highest dridy a
failed trust, the Society would, surely, considecdiming a registered charity in an effort to sdant.
The Society could then lease them to the Courdtikt a thought.

Graham Coles
Committee Meeting

Matters Arising from Minutes for 17 June 2008: Playing Field/Memorial Treegsoncern expressed at
reason for and method of removal of three treeduding two walnut trees, from river bank; 2009
Exhibition: we await news from T.1.C. about availability gfage for nest year. Maggie and Graham to
get together to produce the booklet about AppleByrs Service, planned to accompany the exhibition;
Society Archive report on progress given, availability of Archi@ervice training for volunteers and
provision of additional phone facilities being istigated, volunteers came forward to help with
arrangements for preparation of and access to room.

Reports: Membership/Treasurebalance £6098.32 (including Legacy donation, gnaoney and money
for lan’s talk). 2008/09 subscriptions £8 per indual and £20 corporate membership. No family
option. One Newsletter per household, unless wikerrequested._ Oral Historyothing to report.
Planning/Townscapeeport meant for 17 June meeting discussed priefincerns expressed at proposals
for land at the top of Boroughgate, opposite thélBo Mill, letter to ascertain current position aeding
sale of Shire Hall to be sent to Cumbria County @iy property owner. _Appleby New Fair Joint
Committee discussion of feedback meetings, Forum arrangesramd E.D.C.’s plans. Letter to go to
Town Clerk, asking for current position of this Cmittee. _Chamber of Trade and Community
Assaociation brief report given of its last meeting, Christnrasangements were discussed. Parish Plan
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discussed. The Society has offered help with thetéhe Weekend (13/14 September), should T.I.C.
Manager request it.

Newsletter: to be ‘on the street’ before 10 September.

A.G.M. Feedback: brief discussion took place about co-option of @uttee members to fill vacancies.
Reminder given that a new Chairman will be requaed009 A.G.M.

Visit to Keswick Museum: 12 people wanting to go. Arrangements in hand.

Next Year’s programme: now fixed, details given - 25 September 2008 Hugh Cutler — University of
Cumbria; 27 November 200&dward Mills — “Cumbria Woodlands; Wednesday 1€cBmber 2008
Graham'’s Slide Show; 29 January 206%d Wyvern Society; 26 March 2Q0Blizabeth Davy -The
Pilgrim and The Quaker; 28 May 2008 PCSO Joel Larmour; 30 July 2008GM - speaker to be
confirmed. Please note that Graham’s evening I®aina”.

Correspondence receivedWindermere/Bowness Civic Society News 95; Laketridis National Park
Authority Archaeology Roadshows; Upper Eden Hist@gciety Winter Programme; Civic Trust
Awards; receipt of Border TV DVD of broadcast intiexv about 2008 exhibition.

Any Other Business:fund-raising project proposed.
Next meeting: Tuesday, 7 October 2008, 7.30 p.m.

From the Secretary

Visit to Keswick Museum 14 August 2008

This was a resounding success — thanks to Jamie8aCurator and his enthusiastic and knowledgeable
assistant, Patricia. Jamie gave a brief resuntbeobtory of the Musical Stones, adding more rdgent
researched information. We were able to actuaiw\the Dead Cat’s Bones which, it is thought, Wl
666 years old this year. We were reminded that Were found in the church at Clifton, near Penrith
The date of the visit turned out to be quite sigafit. The exhibition of “Eccentric Inventions 185
1951” we were to see was part of a national evietre being two other exhibitions being held: one
smaller one at the British Library and one of aikimsize at Wrexham Museum. The owner of the
“Eccentric Inventions” had been interviewed @me Today Programme on Radio 4 just that morning so
we felt very privileged to be viewing part of suaifamous collection and to be involved in the event
Jamie had been interviewed on Radio Cumbria, {@@aldng about this unusual collection. In addition
the special exhibition, we were shown several otim@ortant pieces in the Museum before being eft t
browse. Patricia, who is a volunteer helper at Mheseum, told us about some of the publications
produced by the Museum, namely two volumes abowwiak characters, ancient and modern. The
evening ended with refreshments. lan gave a Jidigamks and a donation was given to the Museuen as
token of our appreciation.

Pot Holes

| though it important to let you know that the retprg of pot holes to the Town Clerk produces resul
completed a yellow form about a rather nasty pdé lom Glebe Road and submitted it on a Saturday
(can’t remember just which Saturday, its a while agw). In less than a week the pot hole was fixed
Congratulations all round, | think.

Heritage Weekend 1314™ September 2008

If any members would like to help with this evemblunteer stewards are being sought for St Anne’s
Hospital. On Saturday the hours of opening ar@@@.m. to 4.00 p.m. and on Sunday they are 12.00 —
3.00 p.m. If you would like to help, please contaone Coles on 017683 53063.
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Extra Treat

Please note that Graham'’s slide show this yearbsilan “extra” date for your diary and it is booked
WEDNESDAY 10" December 2008, in the Supper Room. More details bve included in the
brochure/membership card.

Programme for 2008-2009see report of Committee meeting above.

Cumbria Local History Federation
Annual Convention [AGM — Conference — Exhibitionjillwbe held at Newton Rigg on Saturday
27 September 2008. More details from Vivienne.

Renewal of Subs

As you will have read by now, the annual subsaripfior 2008/09 is £8.00 for individuals and £20t60
Corporate membership. There is no Family membershirenewal form is enclosed for completion and
return as soon as possible, please. Membershis asitl be issued on receipt of subscription and
completed form. Thank you. It is intended thatyoone Newsletter per household will be sent.
However, if more than one member pays a subscnpti@ household and each member wants their own
copy, this can be arranged. Let Vivienne know.

Next Meeting

Thursday 25 September 2008
7.30 p.m. Supper Room, Market Hall
“University of Cumbria”
Speaker: Dr Hugh Cutler

Recently retired as Dean for Research at the Univeity of Cumbria, Dr Hugh Cutler will tell us

about the development and establishment of the Urevsity, including some information on the
history of the institutions that have come togetheto form it
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Website: www.applebysociety.force9.co.uk

If you have enjoyed reading this Newsletter andrartealready a member of 1
Appleby-in-Westmorland Society, you could heae it delivered free to your hor
six times a year simply by joining the Society.

An £8 individual subscription also entitles youattend six bi-monthly
meetings free. These are usually held in the SuURpem of the Market Hall ¢
the last Thursday of January, March, May, July @d13.M. meeting),

September and November at 7.30 in the evening.

Application forms are available at the Library.

The contents of this Newsletter may be freely usedthe advantage of Appleby-in
Westmorland but, in order to comply with their wash thepersonal histories of living
persons MUST NOT be used in whole or in part withihe written consent of the Soci
which retains the copyright.

The opinions expressed in this Newsletter, eithexditorial comment or by contributors, d
not necessarily reflect the collective view of Beciety, its Committee or its members.

The Newsletter is published by the Applebyirestmorland Society and is edited
Vivienne Gate, Secretary, tel: 017683 51597
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